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WHY YOU SHOULD SUPPORT THE PALMER-OWE\I BILL‘;

Twice: thhm recent .years: the Uml. ed Statcs Govcrnment ha.->
demonstrated the need of federal regulation of the employment of s
zchﬂdreu In. '1907 Congress authonzcd ‘a - meful mvestagatmn of L.

~ ‘the condition of woman and child wage-carners in the United States,
v_ lrand the ‘teport of that investigation, pubhshed in 1910 and 1911'as -
' fa Sepate Domnnent of mnetew volumcs, Was the Govcmment’a ﬁrst '
1abor in ‘the country, but the: unhealthful uature of much of the work
‘children’ do, the long. hours they are cmployed, the small- ‘wages’ they
- receive, the. madequacy of their abbrewatcd educatlon and the moral
effect: of _premature cmp!oymcnt as ev:dc.mced in the greatcr amount
S of. delmquency ‘among workmg ch:ldren than among nonw orkmg '
It even showed ‘that somctimes ﬁactoncq move from a state which .
‘passes a ngorous ‘child 1abor law to another state without such'a law
‘in order to. enJOy there the free employment of children,

The Number of Chddren at Work [ ' :
~ If the testimony of that report had not been enough thc Gov-‘

‘ernment’s. second ‘demonstration’ would hzwe amplv filled. the lack
The Census of 1910 proved that in spite of the ‘unremitting - and ina
great measure mocwsful work of the National Child Labor Committee -
and allied orgamzattons, there are’ still approx]mately two million
children under 18 in. gainful occupationsiin the United States. - Tn'
three. southern’ states nearly half’ the ch:ldren 10 to'13 years. of age
are at work—not in school. Almost 100,000 children 10 to 13 years,
‘of age are engaged m non-agnmﬂtural pursmts alone m this. cou.ntry Ope

‘Lack of Umformzty in State Laws

= To one who has followed the spread of child. labor laws since l:he“
orgamzanon of the Natlonal Child Tabor Committee ten vears: ago,:

these figures from the 13th Census seem incredible, yet it is largely«.,.

because of the lack of uniformity in existing laws that they are pos-:

T *Vols, IL, 1L, IV; VIIT, XY and XIV of this report were summarized in the

‘Angust and November numhers of the CHILD LABOR BULLETIN, 1914, published
by the National Child Labor Committee. See list of pamphlets, page 4.~ ©
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whatever Stx states have no 14—year Ixmlt. for work in. facbon%,,
‘and 15° Std‘l‘-(.b nullify their 14-year limit by exemptions. Although
published mine reports are unanimous in showing the high ‘death
anid accident rates in mines, 21'states having mining products valued
at’ "%2,000 000" or .more, allow children ‘under 16 to:work:in mines,
And on: ‘the other-hand; be'nde:; Ohio mth its h1gh standard thcre
is. ’\Iontana Wthh proh1b1ts the emplovmen”f‘ofl chﬂdren under 16 -
in mﬂls factoncs and Work‘;hops as well m mmes Seventeen '

o under 16 in’ facbones and 33 states ‘and’ the Dlstnct of Columbm

v proh1b1t night work for children undcr 16. Yet, at the other extreme

again, are ‘the ‘statcs that’ have not : yet. sucoessful]y enforced ‘an;

. 11-tour day. for’ cIuldren, and: West Vn‘gmra and’ Wyommg tha.t ha,ve
1107 reguldtmn of hotirs on their s’tatute boolcs :

/Wkat the. Pa!merAO&en lel Will Do
-7 The Pdhncr-Owcn Bﬂl draftcd by’ the National Ch:.ld Labor
,zCOmmtttee to meet the cwdent need of federal regulatlon, embodles
~ ‘the recogmzed minimum . provisions of & good child labor law. It
- wilt serve as the basic standard for child labor regulation. Ttexcludes
"}f,;from‘mterstatc commerce. goods in the product:on of "lnch children
«unde 14 have bcen employed in factones mdk mnnen% and Work-
: o r-children under. 16 in mines ‘and quarries; ‘and goods in the.
. ::,productlon of which’ chﬁdren between 14 and 16 -have beeri employed
‘mioré than 8 hours a- day: or at night. Nme states* already have:
~all the | prowuons of the bill on their’ statute books; “only Wyonrung
“and New ‘Mexico have none of its provisions, ‘and some states have.
:;surpaSued it’in certain’ reSpects.; 1t is like the Convict. Labor Bill
in wording and similar in scope to the Pure Food Law and the Mann -
‘White. Slcwe Act w}uch ‘have been upheld by the Supreme Court
;L1ke themg\ ,:fxs an: expressmn of the federal govetnment’s nght to
. j'regl.ﬂeu:e interstate commerce.
o T will give to state officials’ the help of federal. authontles in-
- .enforcmg child labor laws; it will equahzc oompetxtlon between manu-,
"ffacturers engaged in’ mterstate comimerce and check:the mlg'ratwn of;

L Anzona, A.rkansas, Illmms. Kentucky Montana New Y(:nrk1 Oh:.o Olda-.
homa and ‘Wisconsia:

sawmonmsﬁn S
pre D |
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5’undcr wrong c-ondltmns But,; most unportant of all, it wﬂ] prevent the
exploitationt ‘of children’in certain ‘industries ‘and awakenall the states -
'£0 “their obhgatton ‘to ¢onserve and develop mtlzens of the nahon

| ’ﬁThe”BzI! andv»-'ihe Europcan War
‘crisis‘in Europe mclmes us to- numm.tze our- own
,problems “But the war 1tse]f is. prepa.rmg for us fiew problems in
‘view of which the Palmer-Owen: Bﬂl is of special 1mportance W:th‘
‘the clase of the war Europe will look to America as the hope and haven
of ‘the poor. “The flood of immigration, now. tcmporzmly checked,
~willbe rcdoubled and we must be ready for the. puople who are commg
- tous.. ‘Unless: the Pa.lmer-()wen Bﬂl is passed we' shall not'be ready :
"They Wﬂl come poormmoncy, broken in spirit, and ready to work and
o let: then' chﬂdren work for a, pxttanoe under any: condltlons they
find; they will lower our standardsof education and! living if we allow
}them 0, and’ after they come’ the obstacles in the way of -progressive
' <1eglslat10n wﬂl be. greater than ever. Before thcy come is the time to
‘pass‘a- {aw: that will insure. t.o mmugrant chddren safety from exploi-
fta.txon and a chance at the educatwn that wﬂl make them Ammcan

:Wkat Ir’ou Can Do
 The 0ppos1t1on to: the hﬂl 1S surpns:n;,ly shght, yet its: ‘passage

is unlikely tnless:all its: friends make it their personal concern. It

fhas the support of namonal and shte organmatmns, of churchcs ‘of

women'’s clabs' and of the countrys lea.ders in socml endea.vor It'

fhas ‘been favorably reported by the House Commxttee on Labor and;‘
ison ‘the House Calendar for oons1demt1on dlmng the present session

of Congress, ‘But: it is ‘more than’ pcsszble that in the rush of other! o

'-busmess the Palmer-Owen’ ‘Billy in spite of its meortance, may be*,, o

overloaked unless its urgency is forcibly brought to the attention of

Congress, ‘For that reason we are justificd in saying that the Palmer- =
- Owen. B111 cannot. be passed unless Yyou, personally, give it your sup--
port.. You a.nd your: nmghbors and your fricnds must take the matter
up. md1v1dual]y and. Wntej,,your Representatwes and Senators urging
the immediate passage of the bill. ‘The more letters the Congressmeh.
recelve the more: they will feel ‘the’ 1mperat1ve nature of the: dssue;.

The bill is not involved in party: politics, Indeed, the ﬁght- :

agamst ch:ld labor has from the start enlisted men of all poht.tca.l}
faiths and has been in no sense pohtmal or Iocal This bill was
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hcans in ‘both the House and the Sennte have expressed their belief |
m m- Prugresaves are supporting it; Socxahsts regard it as'an ex

_Vi‘ijif.‘i;;:héir;'sg;abé‘g_;principlés;-‘m;inufactur 'rfavor it, and,(:)rgan-

But 1ts paséage depends on you

, Naizonal Orgamzahom Whtch Ham: Alreadv Eﬂdorscd the lel

oméns aClubs—Industna.i and Soc:a.l.'

L : ‘,'t,xons ‘Departinent.. -
. Intemahonalé'Cthd ‘Welfare: League i
—; - Natnonal Assomatmn of Compulsory School Oﬁ‘icna.ls

'Pampwm on the Bill Published by the National Child Labor Commitice

' Tap Feprrat GOVERNMENT AND CHILD LABOR. Addresses by Mrs. Florence Kelley;

c Secretary, National Consumers” League, Dr. Felix Adler, Chairman, National
1 . Child Labor Committee, Sarnuel McCune Lindsay, Professor of Social Legis-

‘ lation, Columbia University, and Dr. A. J. McKelway, Southern Secretary,

b rNCommxttee Pa.mphlet 212. 18 pp.» ts, . postpa;d

R o ? JULLETIN, Auguét, 1914 Part. IL 32 pp.: 25 cents.-

TR ork on Men’s. Clothmg “Anna Rochester.. - (Vol. I)
. ) Chtld Labor ‘in-the Glass® Industry “Anna- Rochester.: (Vol I

Cnn.n ‘Lasor BuLLeTiN, November; 1014. Section L 75 pp. , 25 cents.
, “Children Who Weave Silk. leor H. Adler. (Vol .
.~ Child Labor and Delinguency. -Fred:S. Hall.- (Vol VIII HE

= ‘Dangerous Machines in the Metal Trades. Helen C. D'mght (VOl XL 3] B

: Morta‘hty among ‘Cotton: Opemt{veﬁ. Florence T: aylor ('V ol XIV)
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) ,,th‘al Child Labor Comsmittee. - Pamphiet 222. 32 pp. 5 cents, postpaid,

T : d : R N .,: pd Joy .
. l\atlona.l Clnld La.bor Committec. Pamphlet 216. 82 pp..5 cents, pos’cpa:d.

:Tnn E:Gn'r-Houn DAY FOR CHILDREN. Anna Rochester, Sg)ma. Agent, Natmnal, '
T Chid T _
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